
 
 
 
I asked chatGPT the following question: 
 
If a president of the United States was to plan to illegally execute a coup 
of the government, what preliminary actions might he take that would 
predict the probability of his plan? 
 
 
1. Disregard for democratic norms and institutions: The president may start to openly criticize 
and undermine democratic institutions such as the judiciary, media, and opposition parties. He 
may also attempt to consolidate power within the executive branch. 
 
2. Purging of dissenting voices: The president may start to remove or sideline individuals within the 
government who are critical of his actions or who may oppose his plans for a coup. This could 
include firing key officials, replacing them with loyalists, or intimidating and silencing critics. 
 
3. Military loyalty: The president may start to cultivate close relationships with military leaders and 
attempt to ensure their loyalty to him personally rather than to the constitution. This could involve 
promoting individuals who are loyal to him, conducting loyalty tests, or purging those who may 
be seen as disloyal. 
 
4. Propaganda and disinformation: The president may start to spread false information and 
propaganda to discredit his opponents, sow confusion and division among the public, and create 
a narrative that justifies his actions. This could involve using social media, state-controlled media, 
or other channels to spread misinformation. 
 
5. Emergency powers: The president may start to exploit or create crises in order to justify the need 
for emergency powers. This could involve manufacturing or exaggerating threats to national 
security, public safety, or the rule of law in order to justify the suspension of civil liberties and the 
concentration of power in the executive branch. 
 
6. Secret planning and coordination: The president may start to engage in secret planning and 
coordination with key allies, supporters, and enablers in order to carry out his coup. This could 
involve forming a clandestine group or network, communicating through encrypted channels, 
or using intermediaries to avoid detection. 
 
7. Testing the waters: The president may start to test the reactions of key stakeholders, such as 
the public, the media, the opposition, and foreign governments, to gauge the feasibility and 
potential consequences of his coup. This could involve making provocative statements or taking 
provocative actions to see how others respond. 
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I followed up with this question 
 
is there currently any governmental or civil organization or function that is 
tasked with the job of monitoring the president for the conduct of these 
actions? 
 
There are several governmental and civil organizations that play a role in monitoring the actions of 
the president and ensuring that he adheres to democratic norms and the rule of law.  
 
1. Congress???: As a co-equal branch of government, Congress has the power to oversee the 
actions of the president and hold him accountable. Congressional committees, such as the 
House Judiciary Committee and the Senate Intelligence Committee, can conduct 
investigations and hearings to scrutinize the president's conduct. 
 
2. The Department of Justice: The Department of Justice is responsible for upholding the rule of law 
and investigating potential abuses of power. The DOJ's Office of Legal Counsel provides legal 
advice to the president and other executive branch officials, while the FBI investigates potential 
criminal conduct. 
 
 
 
3. The media: The media plays a crucial role in holding the president accountable by reporting on 
his actions, scrutinizing his statements, and uncovering potential abuses of power. Investigative 
journalists and news organizations play a key role in informing the public and exposing any 
wrongdoing. 
 
4. Civil society organizations: Non-governmental organizations, advocacy groups, and watchdog 
organizations play a critical role in monitoring the actions of the president and advocating for 
transparency, accountability, and adherence to democratic norms. Groups such as the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and Common Cause work to protect civil liberties and promote 
good governance. 
 
While there are mechanisms in place to monitor the president's conduct, it ultimately falls to 
the American people to hold their elected officials accountable and defend 
democracy. Vigilance, civic engagement, and a commitment to democratic values are essential 
in safeguarding against any potential threats to the rule of law. 


